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Welcome to Trucker Success. This newsletter highlights information
and tools that will help assist you on the road to success.
Today we’ll focus on the new entry-level driver training rule

1 big thing: Entry-level driver training

FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry

The big picture: The long-anticipated entry-level driver training (ELDT)
rule will finally go into effect February 7, 2022.
It’s been more than five years since the ELDT rule was originally
published on Dec. 7, 2016.
Why it matters: The regulations set the baseline for training
requirements for entry-level drivers. This includes those applying to:
Obtain a Class A or Class B CDL for the first time
Upgrade an existing Class B CDL to a Class A CDL
Obtain a school bus (S), passenger (P), or hazardous materials (H)
endorsement for the first time.
By the numbers: The rule doesn’t include any specific time
requirements for either behind-the-wheel (BTW) training, or for the theory
training. Instead, it focus on a proficiency-based approach.
Our thought bubble: The rule didn’t go far enough.
Not only should there be a mandatory number of training hours, but
there should be more scrutiny regarding training providers.
1 big thing: If you wish to provide ELDT, even if your an owner-operator,
you must register with FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry and selfcertify that you meet all FMCSA and State requirements.
Go deeper: check out Land Line’s article or go to the Training Provider
Registry.

2. Trendlines: National spot rates for van,
flatbed, reefer

Source: DAT Trendlines

The bottom line: Jan 10-16. Load posts on the DAT Load Board are
80% higher compared to the same week last year, which is
extraordinary.
In contrast, the number of carriers posting their trucks on the DAT
Load Board was the lowest its been in four years.
Why it matters: Spot rates for all three equipment types are more than
20% higher compared to this time last year.
Go deeper

3. Hot Topics

Every week truckers call in to OOIDA’s headquarters with issues they
are confronting on a daily basis. Below are the most recent topics.
Why it matters: These issues will prepare you for what is happening out
on the road today, and will help you discern the difference between road
rumors and facts.
What truckers are asking:
What are the tax changes in per diem rates for the new year?
What are the rates going to be like in 2022, higher or lower?
What’s the status of OHSA’s Emergency Temporary Standard?
What truckers are seeing:
Trans Am Financial is preying on new carriers with their 37-page
factoring contract.
Drivers are experiencing difficulties communicating with Uber
Freight when loads don’t go as planned.
What's next: If you are experiencing any of these situations or have
additional ones, contact OOIDA’s Business Services Department
at BusinessAssistance@ooida.com

4. Education: Getting your own authority, IRP

The big picture: Taking that next step to get your own authority is a big
decision.
While it opens the door for more income and opportunities, it also
presents a greater risk for potential failure.
Bottom line: Getting your own authority is a big risk, as 25% of new
trucking companies fail within their first year.
The International Registration Plan, or IRP, is one of the various
requirements that you’ll need to have to obtain your own authority.
Go deeper: Check out our short video on the International Registration
Plan (IRP).
What's next: If you have any questions regarding your authority, contact
OOIDA’s Permits and Licensing Department
at Permits&Licensing@ooida.com.

5. Diesel Prices

Big picture: A streak of seven consecutive weeks of falling diesel prices
ended according to the Energy Information Administration’s most recent
report.
Week-to-week: the national average price per gallon of diesel is
now $3.657, up from $3.613 last week.
That national average is $0.987 higher than it was one year ago.
Go deeper

The OOIDA Foundation thanks you for all that you do! You truly drive
the nation’s economy.

Feedback
Anonymously tell us what you thought of this newsletter. Your responses
will help us create better content for you!
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